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RESOf,UTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Opposing H.R. 1904 and Otrh€r Proposals That Would Authorize the Minhg and

Desecration ofoak Flat and Other Sacred Lands)

RESOf,UTION NO. 1l-551

the Consdtution ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation vests the Tohono O'odhan Legislative

Councilwlth the powerto constrltwith other Indlan trlbes, the Unlted Stat€s Congress'

and r ith appropriate federal agencles regarding f€deral actlviti€s that alfect the

Tohono o'odham Natlon (Constitution, Artlcle vI, s€ction 1(l) and l(i))t and

the Tohono O'odham Nation recognlzes that copper nining on tradltional Native

lands has frequentty caused irreversible environmental damage' destroyed

archeologlcal sites, native habltat, plants, and animals, and severely Gontaminated

aqulfers and surface water; and

WHEREAS, the area ofoak Flat, Apache f,eap, Irevi!'s Canyon, and Queen Creek i[ Southeastern

Arizona (collectlvely, "Oak Flat area") ls sacred to numcrous Indian trlbes ln Arizona

and New Mexico and ls now at riskfrom a proposalto establish and operate th€ largest

copper mlne fur North llrnerica; and

H,R. 19o4, entttled "southeast Arizona lland Exchange and Conservation Act of2011"'

would transfer over 2,400 acres offederal land within the oak Flat area to Resolntion

Copper, a forelgn-owned minlng corporatlon; and

WHEREAS, II.R. 1904 also would require Congress to lift the decades-old ban agalnst mining

within the 760 acres ofthe Oak Flat area, land which was e4tressly protected from

rninfug by President Eisenhower tn 1955 and whlch possesses unique rcliglous'

cultural, traditlonal, and archaeologlcal significance to Indlan tribes in the region;

and

WIIEREAS, the block cave mlning method to be employed at the Resolution Copper mine will also

cause the collapse ofthe surface ofthe earth and thereby des€crate or destroy the

religlous, culturaland traditional integrity ofOakflat area forlndlan tribes afliliated

with the area; and

the mlnlng actlvity also wlll deplete and contaminate water resources from nearby

watershedsandaqulfers, causinglong-termand, in some cases, permanentreligious'

cultural and environmcntal damage; and

WHER-EAS, th€ National Congress ofllrnerlcan Indians, the Inter Tribal Council ofArlzona' the

UnitedSouth and EasternTribes, the San CarlosApache Trlbe, and otherArfuona and

New Mexlco tribes have opposed thts land exchange due to the harm to religlors'
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c[ltural, archeologlcal, and historic resources, as well as the environmental
consequences from the proposed mlning activitles,

ow' THEREFORE, BE IT REsoLvED by ahe Tohono o'odham Lcgisladve council that it strongly
opposesH.R' r904and any other legislation or proposal that would reduc€ protectlons

for the oak Flat area and other lands withir the proposed rocation ofthe Resolutron
copper mine operations, or that would otherwise allow the development of th€
Resohtion Copper mlne.

Evonne Wilson, f, egislative Secretary

AGIITNST; -0- Nor vorING; and I03l ABSENT, pursnant to the poweNested in-if,-e councll by
Sectlon I (ll and 1(i) ofArticle vI otthe Constitution ofthe Tohono o'odhamNafion, adopted by theTohono o'odham Nation on Ianuary rt, l98G; and approved by the acting Deputy assistant
secretary - Indlan rllfairs (operatlons) on March G, 1986, pursuant to section l6 ofthe act ofrune
r8, 1934 (4t Stat. 984).
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The foregoing Resolutionwas passed by the Tohono o'odham Legislative council or the ltt Dalr
ofNovEMBER. 20ll at a meeting at which a quorum was preseoi with a vote of2.z80.Go FoR; -o-

anyor T)./4,t/,trifu-,ro'
Said Resolutlonwps Tubmitted for ppBrova{to the oflice ofthc chalrman ofthe Tohono o'odhamrlton 1 ,\"41_a"y 

-ot 
NtVJ4/t4/4 , zon at ll 54 o,clock, >/k .M.,

to the piovisions ofsection 4 ofartlcle vII ofthe constltution and will beco|ne etrecd|re
upon hls approval or rpon his fallure to cither approve or dlsapprove it wtthln 4E hours of

ONO O'ODHAM TEGISI,AIIVE COUNCIL
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Paytots

16l eppnovnn

I I DISAPPROVED

onthe z l aarorJW*"lu-,"on
ut 7.' I (o'cto"x, ( .u,

to the Leglslative sccr€tary on t ne 2 | aay ot

2orr,at t:(f o,crock, Q.u.

Wilson, LeEislative Secretarl



RESOLUTION NO. 11-551

ACTION: OPPOSING H.R. 1904 AND OTIIER PROPOSALS THAT WOULD AUTHORIZE TIIE MINING AND DESECRATION
OF OAK FLAT AND OTHER SACRED LANDS

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN SANDRA ORTEGA SECOND: COTjNCILWOMAN EYELYN JUAN MANUEL

DATE: NOVEMBER 18' 2011

DISTRICT LEGISLATTYE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOfiNG ABSENT

BABOQUTVARI
342.0

l. FRANCES MIGUEL
(Roberta Harvey)
FRANCES G. ANTONE /,4rserr.)

(Vernon Smith) (Preserl,
2.

l71.0

l7t.0

X

x

CIITJKIJT KUK
302.2

I. ETHEL GARCIA
(Sara Mae williarns)

2. BILLMAN LOPEZ
)

151 . 10

151. r 0

x

x

GU ACHI
244.9

l. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN
(Rose Johnson Antone)
CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(l-ouis L. Johnson)

,|

t22.45

122.45

x

x

GU VO
226.7

I. GRACE MANUEL
(Floyd Flores)

2. PAMELA ANGHILL
(Angela Ortiz)

1 13.35

113.35

x

x x

HICKIWAN
1E6.3

I. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Michelle Onega)

2. SANDRA ORTEGA
( )

93. l5

93. l5

x

x

PISINEMO
200.7

I. CHESTER ANTONE

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Gerald Fayuan0

100.35

100.35

X

x x

SAN LUCY
204.6

I. LORRAINE EILER
)

2. JANA MONTANA
(Gloria Ramirez)

r02.30

r02.30

x

x

SAN XAI'IER
215.8

I. HILARION CAMPUS
( )

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

107.90

107.90

x

x

SCHI]KTOAK
r69.8

I. FRANCES B. CONDE

2. FREDERICK JOSE
(Phyllis Cachora)

84.90

84.90

x

x

SELLS
475.7

I. ARTHUR WIIfON
(Kimberly Mull)

2. EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL
(

237 .85

237 .8s

X

x

SIF OIDAK
ztr.9

I. NICHOLAS JOSE
( )

2. MARY LOPEZ
( )

105.95

105.95

x

x x

TOTAL 2,780.60 2,7EO.60 -0- -0- t03l


