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RESOLUIION OF IHE TOHONO O'ODHAM f,EGISI,ATTVE COUNCII
(Appointing a Negotiatlng Team to Finalize the Terms ofthe Grant ofEasement for
Rights-of-Way for th.el997-2017 Time Period between the lohono O'odham Nation
and the El Paso Natural cas Company and Approving Distrlbution ofRevenues to

the Nation, the Sif Oidak Dlstrtct, and the Hickiwan District)

Rf,SOLUTTON NO. II-I94

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Indian Afrairs ("BIA") issued a Grant of Easement for Rlghts-of-Way

("Right-of-Way") to El Paso Natrral cas Company ("EI Paso") on October 17,1977Ior a

term of20 years, which provided thatthe payment of$l5O,t0o.0O would be paid 50o/o

to th€ Papago Tribe and 50o/o to the two dlstrlcts involved, dividing the district share

59,2olo to the Sif Oidak District and 40.8% to the Hickiwan Distrlcti and

WHEREAS, atthe midpointofthe 2oyearterm, in accordance with the terms ofthe Right-of-Way,

the parties reviewed the consumer price index and f,l Paso added an additional

$95,00O payment for the Right-of-Way (the "extra payment"); and

the lohono O'odham Legislatlve Council in Resolution No. O9-t9 inltlally voted to

distribute the extra palment 507" to the Tohono o'odham Natlon ('Natlon") and 50"/"

to the two districts, ln accordance with the formula in the 1977 Right-of-Way

document, but one month later rescinded Resolutlon No. 09-89 and voted ln

Resolutlon No. 35-t9 to distrlbute 100% ofthe extra payment to the two districts in

accordance with the 1977 Right-of-Way documenti and

in 1997 theterm ofthe Right-of-Way document expired, anda replacementdocument

has not yet been put in place; and

desplteno documentbeing in place, El Paso made a good faith palment for future use

ofthe Right-of-Way (the "pre-payment") in luly 1998 to the BIA of$168,675.04 which

anountwasplaced bythe BIA ln ar lnterest bearing account and by February2T,2004

had increased to $210,572.08 (principal plus interest); and

in 2001 the two districts negotiated a new split ofthe revenues c6rni|rg from the Right-

of-Way, such that 55o/" (instead of 59.2olo) would go to the Sif Oidak Dlstrict and 45"/"

(instead of4o.t7") would go to the Hickiwan District and

WHEREltS, the Legislative Councll in Resolution No, 04-156 voted to dlstribute 10Oo/" ofthe l99t
pre-payn€ntof$168,675, plus tnterest accumulated in the BIAaccotrnt, suchthat 55olo

would go to the Sif Oidak District and 459" would go to the Hickiwan lrisffict, as a one-

tlme palrment; and

the L€gislative councllvotedin Resolution No.04-l56that the plan for dlstribution of

revenu€s in the Rlght-of-Way document Ior tt.e 1997-2017 tlne period would be

presented to th€ Legislative Council in the future for a dccision on distribution; and

WHEREAS,
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RXSOTUTION NO. ll-194

WHEREAS,

(Atrpolnting a Negotiating Team to Finalize the Terms ofthe GrantofEasement for Rights-of-Way for the
f99r-20fT l|rre Period betwe€n thc Tohono O'odham Nation and the Dl Paso Natural Gas Company and
ADDrovinr Dlsodbrtion of Rev€nues to the Natlon, the Sif Otdak District, and the Eickiwan Distrlct)
Page 2 of4

WIIEREAS, ln Resolution No. HDC-10-O36 (attach€d hereto) the Hicklwan Dlstrlct Councll stat€d

that the revenues should be sptlt 5o7" to each dlstrict and ool" to the Nation, butthatfor

the sake of cooperatlon among the dislr:lcts and the Nation the Dlstrlct would agree

to 5 5"/" to Sif Oidak District and 45"/" to Hickiwan District and 0"/" to the Nation; and

in Resolution No. SODC-I0-U2 (attached hereto)th€ Sif oldakDistrictcoutrclltookthe

position tlat the split of revenues should remain unchanged from the orlglnal

arrangement of 59,2% to Sif oldak District and 4o.t"/o to Hlcklwan District' wtth o"/"

golng to the Nation; and

th€ Natural Resources Committee, after lengthy discussion with thc two districts' and

the Chairman's ofrlce, has reviewed the matter of distribution of revenues in the

Right-of-Way document for th e 1997 -2017 time period and recomnends that 50o/o of

th€ revenuesbe distributed to the Nation with the remaining 50"/" rcvenue share to be

distributed among the two districts such that 5 5% (ofth€ district portlon)willgo to the

Sifoidak District and 45% (ofthe district portion) will go to the Hlckiwan Dislrict; and

the Natural Resources cornrrri(it€e recommends thatthe principle ofsplitfng revenues

50ol" to a distrtct or districts and 50"/" to the Nation, which is found in the Constitution

at Article xvl, sectiotr 5 relating to land leases entered into by districts' should also b€

used forrevenues derived from rlghts-of-way grant€d by the Bureau oflndian Alfafus

with the consent ofthe Nation, and also to leases entered into by the Nation; and

the Nat[ral Resources Commlttee recommends that the districts be informed that it

shall be the Nation's general pollcy from this ttune forward to split rcvenues 50"/" to a

dtstrict or districts and 50ol" to the Nation on lGases and rights-of-way' €xcept for

gaming leases and rnining leases which are govern€d by other laws; and

the tenns of the new Rlght-of-way document, including the price' still need to be

negotiated wlth El Paso.

wHEREAS,

NOW. THERBFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Legislative Council:

l. Appoints a team to negotlate the terms ofthe Right-of-Way documentforthe 1997-

2017 tine perlodwiththe ElPaso Natural Gas Company, such negotiating team to

includ€ the Chairperson of the Natural Resources Commi6ee, who shall

automatically be replaced by the Chairperson of the Agricultural and Natural

Resources Committee, the Chai4tersonofthe Btrdgetand Finance Committee' th€

vice Chafuqterson ofthe Natlon, a repr€sentative ofthe Natlon's Realty Office' a
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RESOf,UTION NO. ll-194
(Appointing a Negotiating Team to Finalize the Terms ofthe GrantofBasementfor Rights-of-Way for the
iSgz-zOfz fi-e ieriod between the Tohono O'odham Nadon and the El Paso NaturalGas companyand
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representative fromthe Sif OidakDistrict and a representative fromthe lllckiwan

Distrlct, wlth legal representation to be provided by the olfrce of the Attorney

ceneral and the Oflice ofth€ Legislative Attorney'

Agrees to reqrire that the BIA distribute the revenues derived from the Rlght'of-

Way documentforthe 1997-2017time period 507"to the Nationwiththe remaining

loyo ofthe revenues tobe distrlbuted among the two districts such that 55% (ofthe

dlstrlctportlon)will go to the Sifoidak District and 45"/" (ofthe dtstrictportion) will

go to the Hickiwan District,

Agr€es thatthe Natrral Resources Committee shallinformtfie dlstricts thatltshall

be the Nation's general policy from this time forward to split revenues 50"/" to a

distrlct or districts and 50% to the Nation on leases and rights-of-way' except for

gaming leases and rninlng leases which are governed by other laws.

The foregoing Resolutionwas passed byth€ Tohono o'odham Legislative council onthe !34 Day
ofMAy,2Ol1 at a meeting at which a quorum was pres€nt with a vote of 1.478.45 FOR; l.ll7.O5

t

3.

eCeiXSf; -0- NOT VOTINGi and IO5l IiBSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by
Article VI, Section I (dx2l and 2(d) ofthe Constitutlon ofthe Tohono O'odham Natlon, adopted by
the Tohono o'odham Nation on fanuary 18, l9E6; and approved by the acting D€puty Assistant
Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operatlons) on March 6, 19E5, pursuant to S€ction l5 ofthe ActofJune
18, 1934 (4E Stat. 984).

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGTSLAIIVE COUNCII,

t/-*urot -7'lk, 
? 

,rr'

Evonne Leglslative Secretary

/{ a^,or ?fu6, ,,o,,..

V6rlon M,Iose, Legislative Ch
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upon his approval or upon his fallure to elther approve or disapproye it within 4t hours of
submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHIiM LEGISUITIVE COUNCII,

Said Resolution was submitted foraDDrovalto the ofllce ofthe Chalrman ofthe Tohono O'odham
Nation on tne E \ aat "t 

- -1fuJJ+. , 2ort ats),fl- o'clock, A .Nr.,
pursuant to the provisions ofsectlon 5 ofArtl.lb VII ofthe Constitution and wlll b."o-!&-..tin.

t{***ooto ontne ?o day", Xh{ ,"o'

NO, ll-194
a Negotiating Team to Flnalize the Terms ofthe crant ofEasementfor Rights-of-Way for the

!997-2017llmcPeriod between thc Tohono O'odham Nation and the El Paso Natural cas Company and
Distribntion ofRevenres to the Nation, the Sifoidak District, and the Eickiwan District)

Page 4 of4

[ | DISITPPROVDD

Returned to tlre Legislative secr etary ontne A 0 lay ot

2orr, ar /.')tl o'crock, :p.u.

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

Veilon M. Iose, Legislative Chair

TOIIONO O'ODIIAM NATION



RESOLUTION NO. 11-194

ACTION: APPOINTING A NEGOTIATING TEAM TO FINALIZE THE TERMS OF TIM GRANT OF EASEMENT FOR
RICHTS-OF.WAY FOR THE 19,7.2017 TIMEPERIOD BETWEEN TIIE TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION AND TIIE
EL PASO NATfIRAL GAS COMPAI\ry AND APPROVING DISTRIBUTION OF REVEI{TJES TO TIIE NATION. TIM
SIF OIDAK DISTRICT, AND TI{E HICKIWAN DISTRICT

MOVED: COLINCILMANTIMOTHYJOAQUIN

DATE: MAY 13,2011

SECOND: COLINCILWOMANLORRAINEEILER

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

SIF OIDAK
198.7

I. WAVALENE ROMERO
(Nicholas Jose)

2. MARY LOPEZ
(

99.3s

99.35

x

X x

SELLS
449.6

I. KIMBERLY MULL
( )

2. EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL
( )

224.80

224.80

x

x

SCHUK TOAK
159.0

1. FRANCES B. CONDE
(Stadey Stephans)

2. FREDRICK JOSE
(Phyllis Cachora)

'79.50

79.50

x

x

x

SAN XAVIER
204.7

I. FELICIA NUNEZ

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

t02.3s

r02.35

x

x

x

SAN LUCY
187.1

1. LORRAINE EILER

2. GLORIA RAMIREZ
(

93.55

93.55

X

x
x

PISilYEMO
184.5

l. CHESTER ANTONE (Absent)
(T ony M ur t ietra) ( Pre s e n t)

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Gerald Fayuam)

92.25

92.25

X

x

HICKIWAN
t7 4.5

I. MICHELLE ORTEGA

2. SANDRA ORTEGA
( )

8'7 .25

8',7 .25

x

x

GUVO
206.3

1. GRACE MANUEL
(/

2. PAMELA ANGHILL
(Angela Ortiz)

103.15

103.15
x

x

GU ACHI
230,1

l. TMOTHY L. JOAQUIN()
CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(Louis L. Johnson)

2.

115.05

r 15.05

x

x

CHUKIJT KUK
277.0

l. ETHEL GARCIA (,46sezl)
(Sara Mae Williams) (P/eJerl,

2. VERLON M. JOSE
( )

138.50

138.50

x

x

BABOQTIIVARJ
324.0

I. FRANCES MICUEL
(Roberta Harvey)

2. FRANCES G. ANTONE f.4rserl)
(Vernon Smith) /Preserr)

162.0

t62.0

x

X

x

TOTAL 2,595.50 1,478.45 I,117.05 -0- t0sl


