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RESOLUIION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISI,AIIVE COUNCII.
(Authorizing Request for Indian Lands Opinion)

RESOLUTION NO. II-II9

WIIEREAS, the lohono O'odham Legislative Conncil is vested with the porv€r to adminlster land

and to consult with "approprlate federal agencies regardlng federal actlvities that

alfect tbe Tohono O'odham Natlon" (Constltutlon of the Tohono O'odham Nation,

Article VI, Section l(i) and rC)); and

in 19t6, the United States Congress enacted the Gila Bend Indlan Reservadon Lands

Replac€m€nt Act to "facilitate replacement ofreservation lands with lands suitable

for sustalned economic use which is not principally fanning and do not requlre

Fedcral outlays for construction, and promote the economlc self-sulllclency of the

O'odham Indian people." (clla Bend Indlan Reservatlon Lands ReplacementAct, Pub.

L. 99-5O3, subsectiotr 2(4)); and

WHER.EAS, under the terms of the Gila Bend Indian Reservatlon Lands Replacement Act, the

Tohono O'odham Nation is authorized to acquire replacement lands that the

Secretary ofthe lnterior "shall hold in trnst for the benelif' ofthe Nation (Pub. f,, 99-

503, strbsectlon 6(d)); and

in 2003 the Nation purchased l34.tt acres of contiguous land ln unlncorporated

Maricopa County, slttrated at the southwest corner of 9lsr Avenue and Northern

Av€nue, near Gl€ndale and Peorla, Arlzona (the "Settlement Property") to replace clla

Bend Indlan Reservatlon lands; and

in 2009 th€ Natton requested that the Secretary ofthe lnterior take a portlon of the

Settlem€nt Property ("Parcel 2") into trust under the terms ofthe Gila Bend Indian

Reservatlon Lands Replacemcnt Act; and

on June 23, 2OlO, the Department of the Interlor lssued lts llnal dctermlnatlon that

acqulsition ofParcel2ln trustls mandatedbythe cila Bend Indian Reservatlon Lands

Replacement Act; and

the Departm€nt of the Interior is not requlred to determlne whether land ls ellglble

for gamlng before acquiring it in trust underthe Glla Bend Indlan Reservatlon Lands

Replacement Act; and

it is in the best interest ofthe Nation that the Department ofthe Interlor lssue an

opinion that Parc€l2was acquired asthe setUement ofa land clalm, and therefore is

except€d from IGRA'S gen€ral prohibition on gaming on lands acqulred afterthe date

ofenactm€nt ofIGR& and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHER.EAS,
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WEERf,AS, it also ls in the bcst interest ofNation that the National Indian camlng Co'nrnlssion,

approve a trlbal gaming ordinance or ordinance amendm€nt specLlically identlfying

Parcel 2 as a site on which gaming will take place.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Leglslatlve Councll hereby

aut[orites the Natlon's Chal4rerson, in consultation with the Economic Development

Delegation' to request that the Departmentofthe Interlorissue an opinlon that Parcel

2 was acquired as the settlement ofa land claim, and therefore is excepted from IGBA's

general prohibition on ganlng onlands acqtrired after the date of€nactmentofIcRA.

BE II FINAILY RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council authorizes the Nation's

Chairperson, Econolnic Dev€lopment Delegation, and Omc€ ofthe Attorney General

to take all necessary actlons to carry out the intent ofthis resolutlon.

Theforegolng Resolutionwas passed by the Tohono o'odham Legislative council on the ]L] Day
of MARCH, 20U at a meeting at which a quorum was present wlth a vote of2.S9S.5O FOR; -0-
AGAINST; '0- NOMTING; and I04l ABSENT,pursuanttothe powersvested inthe councilbyArticle
VI' Scction I (I) and (i) ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono
o'odham Nation on January lt, 198G; and approved by th€ Acting Deputy asslstant secretary -
Indian Afialrs (operations)on March 6, 19t6, prrsuantto section l6 oftheactoflrne lt,l934(49
Stat. 9E4).

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

11' onro, ?hlail- ,rorr.
Said Resolution was submitted for a tothe omce ofthe Chalrman ofthe Tohono O'odham
Nation on the 1A day oI , zon at 3: 11 o'ctock, / .M.,

upon hls approval or upon hls fallure to either approve or disapprove it within 4t hours of

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISI,AIIVE COUNCII,

Verlon M. Iose,

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCTL

lslative Chalrman



RESOI,UTION NO. 1I-II9

Pasrt
M eppnovno

I I DISAPPROVED

Returned to th€ Legislative secr etary ontlle ,76 day ot

Request for Indian Lands Opinion)

Wilson, Legislative Secretary

NED rlpxltls, tft., CHnTRMAN
TOHONO O'ODHAM NAIION



RESOLI]TION NO. 11-U9

ACTION: AI]THORIZING REQUEST FOR INDIAN LANDS OPINION

MOVED: COIINCILWOMAN EVELYN JUAN MANUEL SECOND: COTNCILWOMAN LORRAINE EILER

DATE: MARCH 24,201r

DISTRICT LEGISLATTVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

SIF OIDAK
t98.7

I. WAVALENE ROMERO
(Nicholas Jose)

2. MARY LAPEZ
(

99.35

99.35

x

x x

SELLS
449.6

1. KIMBERLY MULL

2. EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL
()

224.80

224.80

X

x

SCHI]KTOAK
159.0

1. FRANCES B. CONDE
(Fredrick Jose)

2, LINDA PARLEY
(Agnes Joaquin)

79.50

79.50

x

x

SAN XAVIER
204.7

I. FELICIA NUNEZ

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

1o2.35

r02.35

x

x

SAN LUCY
187,1

I. LORRAINE EILER

2. GLORIA RAMIREZ
(

93.55

93.55

x

X x

PISINEMO
184.5

I. CHESTER ANTONE
(Tony Murrietta)

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Cerald Fatlant)

92.25

92.25

x

X

IIICKIWAN
t74,5

1, MICHELLE ORTEGA
)

2. SANDRA ORTECA
( )

87 .25

87 .25

x

x x

GU YO
206.3

I. GRACE MANUEL

2. PAMELA ANGHILL
(Angela Ortiz)

103. l5

103. l5

x

x

GU ACIII
230.r

l. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN

CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(tnuis L. Johnson)

2.

I 15.05

I15.05

x

x

CHUKIJT KUK
277.0

l. ETHEL GARCIA
(Sara Mae Williams)
VERLON M. JOSE2.
( )

138.50

138.50

x

X

BABOQUTVARI
324.O

1. FRANCES MIGUEL
(Roberta Harvey)

2. FRANCES G, ANTONE
(Vernon Smith)

162.O

162.0

x

X

x

TOTAL 2,595.50 2,59s.s0 -0- -0- lo41


